Recollectione,

About the year 1818, John Tuke, a member of the prominent York
Quaker family and steward to Lady Headley, persuaded his brother William
and brother-in~law David Priestman to enter into a farming partnership
at Headley Hall. William and his wife continued to live at Thirsk but
their daughter, who was then in her late twenties, moved to Headley as
house-keeper. “She had refined tastes and was fond of having pretty
surroundings....very clever and well-informed though rather romantic."
Although popular with her friends and relations, she outraged them by
marrying a man outside the Society Of Friends. Her husband was George
Riccalton, a dark handsome Scot who was some years younger than herself,
Despite the wedding taking place in Bramham church "...which in that day
was regarded with horror by the Quakers," the couple were not cut off by
the family, as was usual in such cases, They lived at Headley Hall,
where three of their children were born. The farm was not a financial
success s0 Friestman withdrew after six years and the Tukes moved down
from Thirsk to help Riccalton, who now took on Toulston Farm too. His
second daughter, Gulielma, has left a delightful account of her birth-
place and childhoed there. The Riccalltons moved to Toulston but the
children spent most of their time with their grand-parents at Headley,
The house was old and plain, with very thick walls, dark floors and
beams. There were six rooms on the ground floor although the two rooms
at the back were only one storey high. The front door, them in the

middle of the front, opened into a passage. The two rooms on the left
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were kitchens; the first on the right was panelled and painted green.
Through it was a larger room with a stone floor, known as The Stone
Farlour. "It had niches in the walls and had been the chapel of the
monks." The entrance to the kitchens from the outside was through a very
old door studded with nails. An old, solid oak stalrcase led up from the
kitchens. The two ponds were opposite the front door and at the side of
the house were the kitchen garden and a large orchard, all surrounded by
an old stone wall "in which were some steps, probably the only entrance
originally." The orchard was full of fruit trees, mistletoe and
daffodils in spring.
"There was a hedge almost entirely overgrown with ivy, the stems of
which must have been extremely anclent, they were so thick. At the
foot of this hedge was the most wonderful growth of blue columbines,
My grandmother and I once took sﬂelter from a storm under this thick
ivy, and I remember what a pattering the rain made upon the leaves
and her pasteboard bonnet..... Our friends from York used to think
it was a most beautiful and curious place."
Within a few more years the Tukes had divided Headley into farms and let
one to Jonathan Gibson. The house, too, was divided with the Stone
Parlour becoming part of the servant's quarters. The elder Tukes moved
to Strensall, in the firm but mistaken belief that money was to be made
from 'improving' marginal and waste land. They then took Gulielma to
live there with them: “This was my first visit to York, indeed I had
never seen a town before, having always lived in the country,” she
explaiued.;fﬂe also recorded many reminiscences of Toulston, including a
visit made there by the Duke of Wellington and her parents rushing off

to watch Bramham Hall (now Park?) burn down.
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Gibson remained at Headley until 1852, having taken both parts aover
when the Tukes left. Full details of every-one living there are to be
found in the 1851 census returns. The number of workers is surprisingly
small, but there was probably a good deal of seasonal labour, too.

When the Gibsons retired and moved to Bramham a new family came to
Headley Hall and this, too, is charmingly recorded in a letter:

"...then in the process of time Uncle Frank took Harold Strickland

to Epworth to help to f111 the gap that death had made in his house,

then a lapse of about four to five years and Uncle Frank began to
contemplate matrimony and had found a bird ready to share the nest
with him. .... and then Headley Hall came into sight, the result

being that on October 2nd 1859 he brought..... a poled wagon and four

horses -a pair of grey wheelers and a pair of blacks - loaded with

seed-corn, & few farm implements and tools and a small chest of

drawers containing his wardrobe.....the journey was of about 40

miles...., then on the 9th November the valuers valued Headley Hall

and passed it over from Mr Jonathan Gibson the tenant to Mr Samuel
strickland, your grandfather, who put down a four figure instalment
of valvation..... we 1.e. grandfather, grandmother and I came to

Headley Hall and brought a domestic servant, Mary Gillian......
The exact relationships of those menticned are not clear, but it seems
that Strickland took Headley so that hils brother and his second wife
would not have to share the family farm with him,

The place passed from tenant to tenant but remained in the hands of
the same landlord until 1903, when the Headley famlly sold out, They had
glven up the Biggin estate many years earlier and they now disposed of

their remaining properties in the Bramham area. Apart from cottages,
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smithies and and allotments, there were Manor Farm, Wise Warren and
Headley Hall. The most recent tenant had been Henry Blvidge, who had
just died, The farms were auctioned at York Station Hotel on 8th August,
when they were described as 'safe investments.' They were bought by the
Bramham Park Estates and agnin let out to a succession of tenants.

The sale catalogue provides much information on the buildings and
land, includling the old field names. There was a great deal of stabling,
- of course, including stells for ten cart-horses. The house had been

modernised and now boasted a bathroom, whilst the cottages had outside

closats.

COMMODIOUS OLD-FASHIONED FARMHOUBSLE,

af ttone conatruchon, with {vy-clad, rough eaat front alsvation, Raving an extavrive Ssuthern visw over the
witdulating park-tike country fowards Hacelwood. It condains

On the Upree Froon,—Sea ee Roous, lorge Attio Btore Ieam, aod Hath loom.

Guotwe Froon,—Buraance i, DRAWING ROOM, 1971 Ly 17 [L 6, with Bouth aspect and
fittod with white morble chimnoypiose snd lurge euphonrd ; Baearrasr Roouw, and
GOOD DIRING ROOM, wanas Eizcaes, Baniry, Conl-house, Beer Cellar, good Store
Boom, Dairy with stoos fleor and sholviog, and o amallar ditto,

In ¥urd, in Weash.-houre with tiled floor, copper, sink.  Omn the South FPront thore is o

- VWERY PLEASANT GARBIDEN,

Laid outb with Tennis Lawn, Flower Bodu, &e., while in addition there i3 n Capital Orohord ond
Kitchen Gardon, aad a1 renr of Hovno thore 8 & anga of 5 brick wnd tile Poulley Houses, and »
lnrgn timbor Fowl House.
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Wise Warren was described as a sporting estate; apart from its
‘fertile arable' and 'rich pasture' there were three plantations of

‘thriving woodland, '

THE YALUABLE ;
COMPACT FREEHOLD PROPE RTY,

BEADELEY HALYL FARM,

Situnte in tlhhe Parish of Bramhnm, Yorkahire,

The ORI 4 M acfiieh fonoerl toyedher, oLy e

GOOD ARABLE AND RICH PASTURE LAND
With & smnll Aren of WOODLAND,

*

and sllogether comprise & Total Ares of ahout
329 a. : LG : 24 p.

ar r2t oul in the following Schadule ——

He. #n Derekpilan, Calilrniicn Arma,
Flan LR S 1
74 Lramham Field snd Tep Rowlanda,..... .., Arable . (U [1] ‘}1“ rCen
+a Monr f}imn_...._..,..........,....._._....,. Hita E I | éﬂ-xh‘bq =
430 Dack Mear, Allenhy, &o 0 Sy 1 - pre e 3 M4 = fTasst « by, A
411 Eoat Moor and Hall Finld ... 0" e DAl L 2 2. Tawe e,
€12 Hiln Qarth .o e e ... I 20w e fiderte
413 iva ..., S L U, | ST s 3
114 LEiamdlay Hall, =ith Duildings, Yurdo, Gardons, &e. ..., ., 2 10
418 Cow and Litile Pastore, wil 5T [ i i "natura F R
127 L4 Haltllq}' L s S e e Arshila : 2 11
138 Eleven Acres wnd 0)]d Heniblay Pastiara ..., o 93,
— 42% Fourtaon wnd Riphtenn Arres Aiable 16
400 Bpon Allotment xind [ntaks . 1 P17 e B 2 -
LR ‘r‘-gwd Field wind Howlonds Clos Bita .ii.iens 0 0~ Jed ﬂ‘“‘qm""’ 7
453 Cocked Hat Spinvay.., ... Weoed ... I o zu
* . Toran,........ A, 329 2 24 <
379. Ltis /Ctles 1 Hcotol CHmE AT JLorse sttt

With the excoption of Cocked IHat Spinnay, which is in Hand, the whole of this Farm, with other e

Land eomprised in Lot 12,-is lot to the reprosontatives of the Inte Hennr Brvivak, on o rapuiring Jnans

tor & term heving Give Fonrs unoxpired at Old Loady-dny, 1004, at & tatel rent of £350, which, for ths
purposos of this Sala, has been spportionad at the svm of £325 in respoct of Lhis Lat.

From the sale t:'.l:atcth:;t:].u&, Auc_:]us'c 1903 |
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